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Challenge:  The client wanted a demonstration of his product that would be memorable.  We 
hired a real magician and designed five illusions to illustrate the unique sales propositions 
(USPs) of the product.  Presentation ended with a card trick, which changed the face of one 
card in a hand of three cards into a card on which the USPs were listed. Each guest was 
given this trick as a gift, with instructions on how to execute the trick at home. 
 
Magician on stage, after introduction.  Makes a 
coin disappear and then reappear in the fist of 
an audience member.  Takes coin, changes it 
into a dollar, puts it in his wallet.  Open wallet 
to show it’s empty. 

There's lots of names for what I'm doing 
here.  Some call it magic.  Others call it 
illusion.  I call it making a living.  But one 
thing is certain.  It's all based on making you 
SEE something - that simply - isn't there! 

  
 
 
Make tripod disappear. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make tripod reappear in the audience. 
 
 
 

Just the opposite of a tripod, when you think 
about it.  Here's something that is clearly 
"here."   
 
Oops!  Looks like it isn’t here. 
 
Well, when was the last time you really 
thought about a - tripod?  I mean really.  A 
tripod is something you can certainly see…  
 
 
…but we kind of take it for granted. 

  
 
 
 
 
Sleight of hand:  Make card appear from thin 
air. 

So today, we we're going to do a little magic 
with tripods.  Four great illusions in ten 
minutes.  Four outstanding features of 
Vinten tripods you didn't know before!  And 
when we're all done - I'll show you how one 
of the tricks is done, and each of you will get 
to take that trick home to mystify your 
friends and family. 

  
 
 

Here we go!  Feature number one, a little 
balance magic. 

  
 
Introduce Magic Wand 
 
Smack Wand on the table. 
 
Point it to an backdrop – a flash pops, 
revealing a rose. 
 
Throw wand behind you as you walk across 

Like a camera operator bonds to his tripod, 
we magicians have a close relationship with 
our magic wands.   This is mine.  I call her - 
uh - Wanda.  Like your tripod, she's rugged - 
 
- and durable.  She executes a whip pan to 
direct attention -   
 
- sets up quickly goes wherever I go -  
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stage, Wand follows you across stage. 
 
Wand flies up and balances on your finger. 

 
- and most important, she is most delicately - 
balanced!   

  
 
 
Indicate the Vinten tripod. 

Now that, dear friends, was magic.  This is 
REAL.   
 
The Vision 250 tripod from Vinten.  On the 
top, a short barbell bar, welded to the head 
plate.  Over here, on the table, an assortment 
of weights weighing a pound or two each. 

  
Encourage someone to come from audience.  
We’ll call him “Nick.” 

Can I have a volunteer please, preferably 
someone who needs some public 
recognition. 

  
(Nick comes to the stage, a bit of patter with 
Nick) 
 
Show nick a stack of weights and demonstrate 
how to put the weights on the tripod. 

Okay, Nick.  Today, I need your expertise 
and unpredictability.  I'm not a camera 
operator - though I've been known to work 
an angle now and then - so I'm going to ask 
you to stack any amount of weights from 
this pile and load them to about half the bar's 
height.   

  
(as Nick stacks) 
(motion with hands how the weight will rock, 
one way then the other) 

These weights represent the 
UNPREDICTABLE weight of a camera, a 
battery, perhaps a lens and filter set and - 
more importantly, the changing center of 
gravity of any camera package you care to 
choose.   

  
(Nick done) Thanks Nick.  That's about the weight of a 

DVCAM.   Our bar is already centered, so 
we only have to worry how the weight of the 
camera SHIFTS - over the pivot point of the 
tripod whenever we TILT the camera. 

  
 
(wait for a few answers) 
 
 
(point to bottom of head) 
 
(imitate a drop forward) 
 
(imitate a stiff handle) 

And what is it that any camera person does 
to compensate for this shift?   
Right!  We adjust the Counterbalance.  
Some tripods have a notched wheel here and 
some have a series of snaps here.   
It's trial and error right?  Pull one snap, try a 
tilt. Oops. Camera drops!  
Pull another snap.  Oops. Too stiff -  I can't 
get my shot.  
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(Point it out) 

But Vinten has this really cool, VERNIER 
DIAL with a digital LED readout!  See?  
You simply set the camera at any angle, dial 
in the precise amount of cunterbalance, and 
the camera stays where you put it.   

  
 This is impossible with other tripods because 

their counterbalance mechanisms cannot 
remain in balance throughout the entire tilt 
range.  As a result, you have to use your own 
muscles to keep the camera steady. 

  
(gesture for Nick to try it) Give it a try.   
  
(as he tilts) 
 
(adjust it to a steep angle if you need to) 

Pause anywhere you like, Nick and let the 
tripod go.  See, even at a steep angle, 
forward or back,  it stays PERFECTLY 
BALANCED.  How many of your tripods 
will do this? 

  
 It's like magic.  But it's real. 
  
 Now, just to show how versatile the Perfect 

Balance System is, we'll center the tripod up 
again, and ask Nick to add some more 
weights.  You decide when to stop, Nick. 

  
(Nick stops) 
 

Good, almost full.   

 OK, lot's of weight here.  A slight tip 
forward, a twist of the Perfect Balance 
control - see how we get a new LED 
number? - and the tripod is once again 
holding steady.  We can even go a full 90 
degrees.  Try it again, Nick. 

  
(point to demo area) And you can try it for yourself, over there 

after the show.  Not only will you see the 
Perfect Balance system work, you'll see how 
much smoother and consistent the Perfect 
Balance system FEELS.  You won't feel so 
TIRED after a long day's shoot. 

  
 How about a hand for our volunteer.   
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